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The FBI says Hope Lazarides kidnapped her own daughter in 
2003. She was arrested six years later in Dallas.  

Testimony at a hearing Wednesday showed that Hope Lazarides 
and her 14-year-old daughter were living in Dallas with a retired 
criminal court judge when the mother was arrested last month.  

                                                                                                                                                     The  FBI says Hope Lazarides 
kidnapped her own daughter in 2003 

The Associated Press did not identify the judge, but CBS 11 talked to udge Phil Barker, 
who as recently as Tuesday denied knowing Hope Lazarides. It's not clear whether he 
knew he was housing a fugitive.  

Lazarides, 46, is charged with custodial interference and faces a maximum of two years 
in prison if convicted.  

The mother left Nashville in 2003 in the aftermath of a bitter divorce and custody dispute 
with former husband Kostas Lazarides, known professionally as Kostas.  

Hope Lazarides and Kostas Lazarides were divorced in 2001. The father was awarded 
sole custody of Sophia Lazarides, Nashville attorney John Hollins Jr. testified.  

Kostas Lazarides has written songs that have been recorded by a number of country 
music artists, including the Dixie Chicks, Dwight Yoakam, Patty Loveless and Travis 
Tritt.  

The mother initially had unsupervised visitation with the daughter but that changed after 
she repeatedly accused the father of molesting the child, Hollins testified.  

An investigation revealed that the mother made up the allegations and was harming the 
child by coercing the daughter to say bad things about her father, a lawyer for the child 
testified.  

"It was parental alienation of extreme proportions," said Joy Davis Collier, who 
represented Sophia Lazarides. All the experts in the case, she said, believed the mother 
was falsifying the events.  



The mother, who has no criminal record, did not testify.  

According to testimony, the mother had been using multiple identities and Social 
Security numbers and was home-schooling the child.  

After hearing the testimony, General Sessions Judge Gayle Robinson sent the case to the 
Davidson County Grand Jury and increased the mother's bond from $25,000 to $100,000.  

The daughter has been reunited with her father and is living in Montana. 




















